
Foreword

"As a law enforcement officer, my fundamental duty is to serve mankind; to safeguard lives and
property; to protect the innocent against deception, the weak against oppression or intimidation, and
the peaceful against violence and disorder; and to respect the constitutional rights of all persons to
liberty, equality, and justice...."

Excerpt from the Law Enforcement Code of Ethics
International Association of Chiefs of Police

The duty of serving our Nation as a law enforcement officer can be dangerous. The
responsibilities that accompany the charge are vast: arresting suspects, investigating suspicious
persons or circumstances, answering disturbance calls, performing traffic pursuits or stops, dealing
with mentally deranged assailants, and supervising prisoners in custody, to name a few. Additionally,
some officers become victims of ambush attacks simply because of their choice of profession.
While serving in the line of duty, 56 law enforcement officers were feloniously killed in 2002.
Another 77 officers died as the result of duty-related accidents, and at least 58,066 others were
victims of some type of assault. Statistically, these numbers equate to the death of one officer every
66 hours and an assault on an officer every 9 minutes.

Though the information may be distressing, this report is an excellent resource for law
enforcement. In addition to the narrative summaries of each of the incidents in which an officer
died a felonious death in 2002, this publication provides several statistical tables regarding the time
and circumstances surrounding the felonious killings, accidental deaths, and felonious assaults of
the nation's law enforcement officers. Data about the types of weapons used in the commission of
felonious murders and assaults of officers are also presented. The law enforcement community may
use this information for many reasons, including:

To assist in the identification of potentially high-risk law enforcement incidents/situations.
To document and reinforce the need to constantly evaluate, analyze, and modify training.
To document the weapon types most frequently used to attack law enforcement officers.
To access victim officer wound location and demonstrate the positive aspects of the use of

body armor.
To document the number of officers slain and draw attention to activity type, type of call for

service, and duties being performed at the time of the attack.
To educate citizens, policy makers, and academicians regarding the risks experienced by law

enforcement personnel.

Though the information in this publication does not guarantee officer safety, it does heighten
awareness so that law enforcement officers may better protect themselves while carrying out their
duties.



The national Uniform Crime
Reporting (UCR) Program
would like to hear from you.
The staff at the national UCR Program are
continuously striving to improve our publications.
We would appreciate it if the primary user of this
publication would complete the evaluation form at
the end of this book and either mail it to us at the
indicated address or fax it to (304) 625-5394.
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Introduction

In reviewing the tables, charts, and narrative summaries presented in the publication, the reader should
be aware of certain features of the Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted program that affect
the interpretation of the data. First, this publication presents tables, charts, and narrative summaries
addressing the number of law enforcement officers killed and assaulted in the line of duty. The Law
Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted program counts victim officers, not the number of incidents
or the weapons used. Additionally, the program considers any part of the body that can be used as a
weapon such as hands, fists, feet to be personal weapons and designates them as such in the following
tables. Readers should also be aware that agencies use different methodologies for collecting and
reporting officer killed data and officer assaulted data. Consequently, these two databases are not
comparable. Further, the data in the tables of this book are updated yearly; therefore, the UCR Program
advises data users to exercise caution when comparing data in this publication with those in prior year's
editions of Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted. Finally, readers should note that the tables
in the current edition have been reorganized according to subject matter. An appendix in the back of this
book provides a correlation between the tables in this report and those in previous editions. To assist
readers in locating specific data, the appendix also contains a breakdown by subject matter and tables
relating to each subject.
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Section I

Law Enforcement Officers Killed



Section I—Law Enforcement Officers Feloniously Killed

Methodology

Section I contains statistics on felonious
and accidental deaths of duly sworn
local, state, and federal law enforcement
officers meeting the following criteria:
they are working in an official capacity,
they have full arrest powers, they wear a
badge (ordinarily), they carry a firearm
(ordinarily), and they are paid from
governmental funds set aside specifically
for payment of sworn law enforcement
representatives.

The Uniform Crime Reporting
(UCR) Program collects data on officers'
deaths from several sources. First, local
and state law enforcement agencies
participating in the UCR Program notify
the national Program of duty-related
deaths. Contributors submit preliminary
data about any officer killed in the line
of duty within their jurisdictions. In
addition, FBI field divisions and legal
attaché offices report such incidents
occurring in the United States and its
territories, as well as those incidents in
which a United States law enforcement
officer dies while assigned to duties in
another country. Finally, the Bureau
of Justice Assistance, administrator
of the Public Safety Officers' Benefits
Program, maintains contact throughout
the year, supplying the national UCR
Program with information regarding
officers whose survivors have received
benefits. This threefold reporting
procedure ensures the validity and
completeness of the data.

When the national Program receives
notification of a line-of-duty death,
the staff sends inquiries through FBI
field divisions to the victim officer's
employing agency to obtain additional
details concerning the circumstances
surrounding the incident. Additionally,
the national staff furnish the agency
with information concerning two federal
programs that provide benefits to
survivors of federal and nonfederal law
enforcement officers killed in the line of
duty. The national Program staff also

obtain pertinent criminal history data
from the FBI's Interstate Identification
Index concerning individuals identified
in connection with felonious killings.

The number of officers killed on
September 11, 2001, are not included in
this publication. Because of the unique
nature of the data from this singular
event, including these extreme values
in rate or trend data would skew data
measurements in the UCR Program's
analysis.

Overview

During 2002, a total of 56 law
enforcement officers were feloniously
killed in 26 states and the United States
Territory of Puerto Rico. City police
departments employed 27 of the fallen
officers; county police and sheriff's
offices employed 19 officers; state
agencies employed 4 of the victims;
and federal agencies employed 2.
Puerto Rico employed 4 of the victim
officers, all of whom were city law
enforcement officers. (See Table 27.)
Fifty-three separate incidents, one of
which occurred in 1993, a second which
occurred in 1999, and a third which
occurred in 2000, claimed the lives of
the 56 officers in 2002. Forty-seven of
these incidents were cleared by arrests
or by exceptional means.

The 56 officers slain in 2002 were
14 fewer than the 70 fatalities in 2001.
Five- and 10-year comparisons show
that the number of officers killed in
2002 were 5 fewer than the 61 officers
murdered in 1998 and 14 fewer than the
70 officers feloniously slain in 1993.
(Based on Table 1.)

Victims

The average age of the 56 law
enforcement officers feloniously killed
in 2002 was 37. One officer was under
the age of 25, and 11 were 25 to 30
years of age. Twenty-eight victim
officers were 31 to 40 years old, and 16

were over 40 years in age. (See Table
5.) Forty-eight of the slain officers
were male, and 8 were female. Fifty-
one officers were white, 4 were black,
and 1 was Asian/Pacific Islander. (See
Table 6.)

On average, officers feloniously
killed in 2002 had 10 years of service.
Twelve officers had 1 to 4 years of
service, 20 officers had 5 to 10 years of
experience, and 23 officers had served
over 10 years in law enforcement.
Law enforcement experience was not
reported for 1 victim. (See Table 7.)

Circumstances Surrounding
Deaths

The data collected on the circumstances
surrounding officers' deaths in 2002
revealed that 15 were slain in ambush
situations, 10 were killed during traffic
pursuits or stops, and 10 were killed
during arrest situations. A further
breakdown of the arrest situations
showed that 4 officers were killed by
robbery suspects, 3 were involved in
drug-related matters, and 3 officers
were attempting other arrests. Nine law
enforcement officers were slain while
answering disturbance calls, 5 of which
involved family quarrels and 4 of which
involved bar fights, person with firearm,
etc. Eight officers were investigating
suspicious persons or circumstances at
the time of their deaths, and 4 officers
were slain by mentally deranged
assailants. (See Table 20.)

From 1993 through 2002,
32.2 percent of the officers feloniously
killed were involved in arrest situations
(burglary or robbery investigations,
drug-related matters, etc.), 16.5 percent
were investigating suspicious persons
or circumstances, and 15.4 percent
were responding to disturbance calls.
Additionally, 15.3 percent of the fallen
officers were involved in traffic pursuits
or stops, and 15.1 percent were killed
in ambush situations. Data also showed
that 3.1 percent of the victim officers
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were slain while handling, transporting,
or maintaining custody of prisoners, and
2.4 percent of the officers were killed by
mentally deranged assailants. (Based on
Table 18.)

Types of Assignment

In 2002, 38 of the 56 slain officers were
assigned to vehicle patrol. Of these, 32
officers were assigned to one-officer
vehicles and 6 were assigned to two-
officer vehicles. At the time of the
incidents, 1 officer was alone and on
foot patrol. Twelve victim officers were
assigned to other duties (undercover,
special assignments, etc.), and of these,
2 were alone and unassisted. Five
officers were off duty but acting in
an offical capacity when killed. (See
Table 22.)

In the 10-year period, 1993 through
2002, most of the victim officers,
63.5 percent, were assigned to vehicle
patrol at the time of the felonious
incidents that led to their deaths. Data
also showed that 20.9 percent of the
fallen officers were performing other
duties (special assignments, detective
work, undercover assignments, etc.)
when slain. During the decade,
13.2 percent of the total victim officers
were acting in an official capacity
though off duty at the time of their fatal
incidents. Data collected regarding the
officers' assignments also revealed that
during the 10-year period, 46.8 percent
of the 404 vehicle patrol officers
were alone and unassisted when they
were killed, 8 of the 15 (53.3 percent)
foot patrol officers were alone and
unassisted, and 27.8 percent of the 133
victim officers who were performing
other types of assignments were alone
and unassisted. (Based on Table 24.)

Weapons

Weapons data reported to the national
Program in 2002 showed that firearms
were used in 51 of the 56 officer
murders. Handguns were used in 38
of the killings, and 11 of these were
committed using 9 mm handguns. Rifles
were used in 10 officer slayings, and

shotguns were used in 3 of the murders.
In addition to those victims killed by
firearms, 4 officers were intentionally
struck by vehicles, and 1 officer was
stabbed to death with a knife. (See
Tables 26, 27, and 32.)

From 1993 through 2002, 636
officers were killed in the line of duty.
Of that number, 591 officers were
killed with firearms, and 443 of those
victims were killed with handguns. In
addition, 9 officers were killed with
bombs, 8 officers with knives or other
cutting instruments, 3 with personal
weapons (hands, fists, feet, etc.), and
25 officers were murdered with other
weapons (vehicles, blunt objects, etc.).
During that same 10-year period, 46 of
the officers killed with firearms were
slain with their own weapons. (See
Tables 14 and 26.) Furthermore, during
that 10-year period, 136 of the 636
officers feloniously killed fired their
service weapons during the incident.
In addition, assailants stole the service
weapons from 97 of the victim officers.
(See Tables 12 and 13.)

Among the 51 officers who were
killed by firearms in 2002, 25 victim
officers were within 5 feet and 9 were
within 6 to 10 feet of their attackers.
Eight officers were within 11 to 20 feet
of their assailants, 3 officers were within
21 to 50 feet, and 4 victims were over 50
feet from their attackers. The distance
between victim and attacker was not
provided for 2 officers. (See Table 33.)

Body Armor

In 2002, 34 of the 51 officers killed
in the line of duty by a firearm were
wearing body armor at the time of their
deaths. Twenty-one of the officers
who were wearing body armor died
as a result of head wounds, 11 died
from wounds to the upper torso, and 2
received fatal wounds below the waist.
(See Table 35.) Of the 11 victims with
upper torso injuries, 3 died as a result
of bullets entering through the armhole
or shoulder area of the vest, 3 died
when bullets entered above the vest,
and 3 were struck below the protective

vest. One officer died from a bullet that
entered between the side panels of the
vest, and 1 officer died as a result of
a .30-30 caliber bullet penetrating the
body armor. (See Tables 36 and 37.)

Places

Regionally, 25 of the 56 felonious deaths
reported to the national Program in 2002
occurred in the South. Twelve line-of-
duty deaths occurred in the Midwest, 9
in the West, and 5 in the Northeast. Five
victim officers were killed in the U.S.
Territory of Puerto Rico.

For the 10-year period between
1993 and 2002, the South experienced
278 officer deaths; the West, 130 officer
slayings; the Midwest, 116 murders; and
the Northeast, 63 slain officers. Forty-
nine officers were slain in the
U.S. Territories during this 10-year
period. (See Table 1.)

Times

In 2002, the greatest number of officers,
9, were killed in incidents that occurred
between 8:01 p.m. and 10 p.m. Eight
officers were killed in incidents that
occurred between the hours of 4:01 p.m.
and 6 p.m. One officer was killed
between the hours 4:01 a.m. and 6 a.m.,
the time in which the fewest number of
officers were killed.

During the past decade, the
majority, 14.5 percent, of officers
feloniously killed in the line of duty
were attacked between 8:01 p.m. and
10 p.m. The fewest, 3.8 percent, were
feloniously assaulted between 6:01 a.m.
and 8 a.m. (Based on Table 2.)

A breakdown of 2002 data by day
of the week showed that more officers,
11 of the 56 officers feloniously killed,
received fatal injuries on Monday than
on any other day of the week. The
fewest number of officers, 6, were
fatally attacked on Wednesday. During
the 10-year span 1993 through 2002, the
majority of officers, 110, were attacked
on Friday. For the same 10-year period,
Sunday was the least likely day for a
felonious attack (69 fatal attacks). (See
Table 3.)

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS FELONIOUSLY KILLED



A review of the 2002 data by month
revealed that August was the month in
which the greatest number of officers,
9, were killed, followed by January
and November in which 8 officers were
feloniously killed in each month. The
fewest number of officers, 1, were
feloniously killed in June. In the 10-
year period, 1993 through 2002, more
officers, 63, were killed in August than
in any other month. The fewest number
of officers, 42, were feloniously killed in
June. (See Table 4.)

Alleged Assailants

The 56 officers who were killed in 2002
lost their lives in 53 separate incidents.

Sixty-one assailants were identified in
connection with those incidents. Of the
61 identified suspects, 45 were arrested,
8 were justifiably killed by persons
other than the victim officer, and 4 of
the assailants committed suicide. Three
assailants were justifiably killed by the
victim officer, and 1 assailant remains at
large at the time of publication. Seven
offenders remain unidentified.

Of the 61 identified suspects, 59
were male and 2 were female. Regarding
the race of the assailants, 37 were white
and 24 were black. The average age of
the assailants was 32 years. Two of the
assailants were under 18 years of age, 24
were 18 to 24 years of age, 10 were 25 to
30 years of age, 12 were 31 to 40 years of

age, and 13 were over the age of 40. (See
Tables 38 and 39.)

For 2002, a review of the criminal
histories of the 61 known assailants
revealed that 48 had prior criminal
arrests, 36 had been convicted on a
prior criminal charge, and 18 of the
suspects had been previously arrested
for a violent crime. Two assailants had
prior arrests for murder. Thirty-one
of the suspects had received parole or
probation for prior criminal charges, 28
had prior arrests for drug law violations,
19 had been arrested for weapons
violations, and 10 assailants had prior
arrests for assaulting an officer or
resisting arrest. (See Table 42.)
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