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To Whom It May Concern:

As the Chief of Police for the Fontana Police Department, | proudly present to you the
Fontana Serious Traffic Offender Program (F-STOP) and submit it for consideration for
the Herman Goldstein Award for 2003. The outcomes of the program were far superior to
anything our organization had hoped for when the program was conceived and ultimately
the City of Fontana has become a far safer place to travel through than it otherwise would
have been were it not for this program.

In the late 1990’s leading into the early 2000's we became aware of avery serious traffic
issue that was looming on the horizon. The question we asked ourselves was, with the
population explosion we were experiencing combined with the massive freeway and
roadway construction projects that were ongoing, how could we prevent a significant
increase in our fatal and injury traffic collisons? Members of our Traffic Unit secured
funding, developed the F-STOP program, and implemented it in such away that not only
prevented an increase in fata and injury collisions, but dramatically reduced that number
while our population grew by 24%.

Fontana Police Officers consistently and routinely engage in problem solving and do
great police work. We believed this wasjust another example of that. More importantly,
based on the research we had conducted prior to implementation, and the assessment
phase following the program, we believe we are able to show a direct correlation between
the removal of unlicensed and suspended drivers from the roadway and a reduction in
fatal and injury traffic collisions. One only needs to look at the remarkable outcome
numbers in the attached submission to see that there is really no other explanation for
such sharp reductions. '

“Service with Integrity”



| would like to thank PERF and the Herman Goldstein Award panel for the opportunity to
showcase this program. The Fontana Police Department and the community it serves are
both very proud of what it has been able to accomplish.

Sincerely,

Frank J. Scialdone

Chief of Police

FJS:.ash
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Fontana Serious Traffic Offender Program

(F-STOP)

SCANNING

>

Fontana was experiencing explosive residentia, commercial, and
industrial growth along with associated population growth in the late
1990’s and it continues today. We are consistently ranked as one of
Cdlifornias top ten fastest growing cities.

Numerous magjor roadway construction projects including construction of
a new freeway through the north end of town and a demolition and
construction project of a mgor freeway overpass in our largest business
district.

Traffic issues are the greatest concerns of the members of our community.
Traditional methods of enforcement were not very effective in reducing
traffic collisions.

Extremely large number of unlicensed and suspended drivers operating in
our city - a dangerous and collision prone group of drivers.

One of the smallest, understaffed traffic units in the region combined with
the aforementioned issues equaled a looming traffic safety crisis of
significant proportions.

With all of this growth, a very small traffic unit, and an incredibly large
number of unlicensed and suspended drivers, how would we prevent a

major increase in traffic collisions in Fontana?
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2).  ANALYSIS

Demographic pattern in Fontana: Very young, low income, large
undocumented immigrant population. This pattern resulted in a very
high number of unlicensed and suspended drivers operating in our city.
Research proves that the unlicensed and suspended drivers are one of
the most dangerous and collision prone groups on our roadways.
Fresno study showed that targeting this group could have a significant
impact on reducing traffic collisions.

The City of Fontana lacked the financia resources to develop and

implement a broad and effective program to combat this problem.

3).  RESPONSE

v" Secured $434,000 in grant funding.

v' Hired personnd and purchased material and equipment to
develop program (F-STOP) that would target unlicensed and
suspended drivers.

v" Program included strict and aggressive enforcement, which
included a department-wide zero tolerance philosophy,
checkpoints, sting operations, and specialized officers assigned
to the problem. This was coupled with a far-reaching education
and public relations campaign.

v" Program included close cooperation and support of many facets

of the police department and business community.
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4). ASSESSMENT
> Massive increases in the numbers of citations issued to and vehicles
impounded from unlicensed and suspended drivers.
> During the two year period of the program, while undergoing explosive
development and population growth we achieved the following outcomes:
* Overal fatd and injury collisions reduced by 21%. Per capita
decrease was 38%.
<+ Nighttime collisions were reduced by 6%. Per capita decrease
was 34%
 Speed related collisions were reduced by 7%. Per capita
decrease was 25%.

% Hit and run fata and injury collisions were reduced by 31%.

Per capita decrease was 52%.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A. Scanning

Throughout the 1990s, the City of Fontana saw tremendous growth. Between 1990
and 2000, the population of the City increased 46%. We were consistently ranked as one
of the top ten fastest growing cities in the State of California. Along with this growth rate
came significant problems. Magjor construction programs were on-going throughout the
city, including a new freeway interchange in the center of the city's business district and
a new freeway being constructed through the north end of the city. Traffic congestion
and traffic collisions related to that congestion and population explosion were expected to
increase dramatically.

Traffic related problems were consistently identified by citizens attending community
meetings as the number one issue in our city. Our City council had also identified traffic
related problems as a mgor issued that needed to be addressed by city saff. As our
crime rate continued to drop, traffic problems became a progressively more critical issue
in our city.

Police gtaff felt that one way of improving traffic flow in the city would be to reduce
the number of traffic collisions. The city had a small yet aggressive traffic enforcement
program. All patrol officers were encouraged to write traffic citations. By the late
1990’s, the police department was issuing over 20,000 citations for traffic violations each
year.

When we started looking for ways to reduce our treffic collison rate we first
attempted to look at targeting locations where collisons were occurring or specific

violations that were causing most of our collisions. We were unable to see any patterns of
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either violations or locations that could be targeted. The primary collision factor in our
collisions varied and the worst location for collisions was an intersection that had only
eight collisions in the last year.

One thing we did notice was the serious issue of the large number of unlicensed
drivers operating in our city. In April of 1998 the Fontana Police Department conducted
its first Driver's License Checkpoint and by September of 1998 we had conducted three.
During these checkpoints, which lasted 5 hours each, we towed 154 vehicles (over 10 an
hour) for license violations. In addition to these checkpoints, a review of statistics
showed that the Fontana Police Department averaged 5,682 misdemeanor arrests per year
during calendar years 1996, 97, and 98. Of those misdemeanor arrests, an average of
2,077 arrests per year were for driving on a suspended license or driving with no license.
This represents a staggering 37% of al misdemeanor arrests. Adding to this problem,
Fontana has a large population of undocumented immigrants, many of whom are found to
be driving regularly without adriver's license.

The challenge facing the Fontana Police Department was to find a method by which
we could reduce traffic collisions in Fontana during a population and development
explosion while remaining fiscally prudent as an organization. We believed that if we
could find away to begin targeting unlicensed violators, rather than our standard practice
of targeting traffic violations in general, we could make a significant impact on traffic
safety in our community. The ultimate goal of our organization was to combine an
aggressive and proactive traffic enforcement component with a broad yet effective public

relations and education campaign in order to make our streets safer.
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This problem was selected from among other problems the department faced because
we believed it was the most pressing issue related to the safety of all of our citizens.
While violent crimes affect relatively few people throughout our city, a looming traffic
safety crisis would affect the actua physical safety of our entire community. We fdt that
we owed it to our growing community to get ahead of this problem and cut it off so that it
would not get beyond our control. Organizationally, we were engaged in basic risk
management. We were making a sound prediction based on residential, commercial, and
industrial development along with massive roadway and freeway construction projects
throughout the city. We viewed these factors in the context of our community's
demographic make-up (young, lower income, large undocumented population) and our
understaffed traffic unit. When al of these factors were looked at together, our prediction
was that the current method of enforcement would result in continuing increases in fata

and injury collisions of various types over the course of the next severa years.

B. Analysis

Research indicated that drivers with convictions for driving while intoxicated or who
have received a significant number of citations are identified as "high-risk" and typically
have their licenses suspended or revoked for varying amounts of time. A CaliforniaDMV
study released in 1998 showed that at any given time there are 2 million unlicensed and
suspended drivers throughout the state. About 75% of these drivers drive without regard
to their license status and this group causes four times as many fata accidents as the
average driver (DMV 97/98). The same study showed that the 30 day impound law

passed in 1995 that alowed for the impoundment of vehicles for up to 30 days if a driver
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was suspended or unlicensed had reduced crashes involving this offender group by 38%.
It had also reduced subsequent traffic convictions by these same offenders by 22%. We
were able to find several studies from around the country that demonstrated that the use
of vehicle-based sanctions (impounding the offender's vehicle) had a much greater
impact on the offender than citations alone.

In 1996 the City of Fresno received a two-year grant from the Caifornia Office of
Traffic Safety. Fresno assigned five full time officers to target subjects driving with
suspended licenses or who were unlicensed. Those officers were also required to present
educational programs directed at unlicensed drivers and serve arrest warrants on subjects
wanted for license violations. They had one deputy district attorney hired and assigned to
file cases and vertically prosecute offenders. Fresno Police Department reported that over
the two years of the grant they saw a 54% increase in the number of vehicles impounded
for license violations over the base year of 1995. During the first year of the grant, fata
and injury collisions were reduced by 30%. During the second year there was an increase
in fatal and injury accidents of 12%. While there was a dight increase in the second year,
a significant overal reduction in the number of injury and fata collisions over the two-
year period did occur (Fresno PD, 1999).

After Fresno started their program a 1997 California Department of Motor
Vehicles study evaluating the effectiveness of California's thirty day impound law found
that a weakness in the law was the difficultly of detecting violators. Since subjects who
were unlicensed but not violating any other law could not be stopped, the deterrent effect
of the law was found to be diminished. That study speculated that large-scale use of

driver's license checkpoints might help solve that problem. There was no mention about
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the possibility of courthouse sting operations in his report but it would appear that they
are an example of another type of program that would address that problem.

We believed that we could build on the success of the Fresno program by
concentrating our resources on what appeared to be its most effective parts and
incorporating the suggestions made in the 1997 DMV study. Fresno was more effective
during the first year of the program when they concentrated on citing violators and
impounding their vehicles than during the second year when they spent more time
serving arrests warrants on previ oué violators. This was consistent with our research that
showed that impounding an offender's vehicle was a more effective deterrent than
subsequent prosecution. By including the use of license checkpoints and courthouse
stings operations, which Fresno had not included in their program, we would be adding to
the deterrent impact of the program as suggested in the DMV study.

Prior to implementation of the F-STOP program, Fontana PD responded to traffic
collisions and problems of traffic safety in the traditiona way. We would attempt to
identify "high collision” locations and the associated primary collision factors that
appeared to be responsible for those collisions. We would send traffic officers to those
locations and strictly enforce traffic laws in that location, paying particular attention to
the specific collision factor that seemed to be involved in the majority of collisions. We
would also pay close attention to traffic related complaints that came in to the police
department from members of the community and watch carefully for any patterns that
might emerge from these complaints. Our traffic officers were and are one of the best

sources of information on what is occurring in the city as it relates to traffic safety.
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The result of this traditional type of enforcement is that it is primarily reactive.
This was a very common, yet somewhat ineffective, form of traffic enforcement for most
police departments in the 1980°s and 1990’s. Targeting unlicensed and suspended drivers
and impounding their vehicles, or the instrument of their crimes, as aprimary means of
traffic enforcement and collision reduction strategy represented a sea change in thinking
for our organization.

The studies that we reviewed along with areview of our own circumstances and
statistics revealed that the City of Fontana had a significantly high number of unlicensed
and suspended drivers operating in our city. One example of the depth of this problem
prior to F-STOP being implemented is to compare statistics in the City of Fontana to
similar statistics of our neighboring city, Rancho Cucamonga. During calendar years
1996, 1997, and 1998 Fontana towed nearly as many vehicles for drivers being
unlicensed or suspended (average of 2,202 per year) as Rancho Cucamonga did for ALL
violations (average of 2,290 per year). At the time this occurred, Rancho Cucamonga had
a traffic unit nearly twice as large as Fontana’s and there were approximately 15,000
more residents in Rancho Cucamonga than in Fontana. Fontana averaged 4,465 tota
impounds per year compared to Rancho Cucamongas 2,290 impounds. There are a
number of factors that have caused this to occur. We have a very young population. The
median age of a Fontana resident at the time the anaysis was taking place was 26 years
old (A.O.B. 98/99). This compared to a statewide median age of 33 (US Census, 2000).
We have a large number of undocumented immigrants that live in and travel through our

city. The sheer nature of their undocumented status tends to cause this group to avoid
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applying for government identification or driving privileges. For many citizens and non-
citizens living in our community, English is a second language.

While the median income is beginning to climb in Fontana, the population can still be
described as primarily "blue collar" and oriented towards service industries. According to
the City of Fontana Operating Budget, the median income in Fontana during the analysis
phase of this program was $43,600 and per capita income was $14,230 (A.O.B. 98/99).
This compares to the statewide median income of $47,493 and statewide per capita
income of $22,711 (US Census 2000). While none of these factors in and of itself were
responsible for this large number of unlicensed drivers operating in our city, the
combination of al of them seems to have caused Fontana to see more of these violators

than many other surrounding cities.

C. Response

All of our research indicated that targeting our high-risk drivers (those that were
unlicensed or had a suspended license) and impounding their vehicles would be an
effective way to reduce traffic collisions. We were also aware that impounding a large
number of cars could be a public relations problem. We had talked to severa cities that
had reduced their emphasis on impounding vehicle due to public pressure. Based on our
analysis however, we believed we could avoid that problem by adding an aggressive
public relations / education component to our program.

In order to start our program we applied for grant funding through the California
Office of Traffic Safety (OTS). We submitted the facts of our traffic safety problem to

the funding source and made a pitch for a large amount of money in order to support a
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very ambitious program. Fortunately for us, the Office of Traffic Safety clearly saw the
serious nature of our problem and awarded us over $434,000 over two years to combat it.

Our program had two mgjor components with severa strategies included in each one:

1). Enfor cement:

As part of the "F-STOP" program we decided to concentrate on traffic violators rather
than dtrictly traffic violations. We fdt, based on research, that we would have the
greatest impact on traffic collisions by targeting these high-risk drivers and removing
them from our roadways. We did this by developing the "F-STOP" motto, "No
License=No Vehicle, No Exceptions!" The following activities were undertaken in order

to give true meaning to that motto:

Checkpoints- We conducted bi-monthly driver's license checkpoints. During the driver's
license checkpoints we set up a roadblock for traffic and randomly checked driver's to
determine whether or not they had a valid drivers license. One of the strengths of our
checkpoints is our use of Citizen Volunteers to assist in the operation. As much as half of
al of the personnel working the checkpoints were citizen volunteers. One of our
checkpoints was conducted in conjunction with another local agency. We focused our
efforts on one side of the roadway and they focused theirs on traffic traveling the
opposite direction on the other side of the roadway. With the same number of officers
working, we were able to impound over twice as many vehicles as did that other agency.
We were able to do this because of the assistance of our Citizen Volunteers, who while

not able to actually write tickets or impound vehicles, assisted by counting cars, making
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sure cars were parked in the proper spaces, handling traffic control, running the command

post and filling out paperwork.

Court House Sting Operations- During a courthouse sting operation, a plain-clothes
officer gits in the courtroom during traffic court. When subjects come into court and
plead guilty to driving without a license or a suspended license, the officer gives ther
description to officers outside the courtroom. They then stop that person if they drive
away from court in a vehicle. While we do not generally catch as many violators on
these operations as we do in other types of operations, they target the most serious

offenders, those who have multiple counts of driving without a license,

Zero Tolerance- Using the funds from the California Office of Traffic Safety Grant,
we were able to assign two full time motor officers whose primary duties were to stop
unlicensed drivers and impound vehicles. They also attended patrol briefings and trained
all officers on impound laws and laws related to unlicensed and suspended drivers. The
zero-tolerance philosophy was reinforced with al officers in the department during this

training.

2).  Public and Community Involvement - One thing that sets Fontana's "F-STOP"

program apart from other programs is our partnership with community members,
businesses, and organizations. The following are examples of what the community has
done to assist in making "F-STOP" an effective program:

* Volunteers supplied thousands of hours assisting us on enforcement related

programs.
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e Community Volunteers have participated in, and in many cases conducted,
presentations on the "F-STOP" program at community events around the city.
* The “IN-CAR-CERATOR?” used to publicize the "F-STOP" program was built

and maintained by the department's Explorer Scouts.

F-STOP "IN-CAR-CERATOR"

* Numerous community businesses have participated by donating free food and

turkeys for good drivers.

D. Assessment

When the grant was originally submitted to OTS in 1999, the last full year of traffic
collision data that we had was calendar year 1998. The F-STOP program actually was
daffed and started in September of 2000 and it ended in September of 2002. For
statistical purposes, we compared caendar year 1998 with the two consecutive 12-month
periods after the grant officers actually started to work the grant program. The first 12-
month period was September 2000 through August 2001. The second was September
2001 through August 2002.

By any standard, the F-STOP program has been an overwhelming success. Using a

combination of strategies which included checkpoint and courthouse sting operations, a

10
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massive public relations and education campaign, along with training our officers on the
appropriate laws and taking a department-wide zero tolerance approach towards
unlicensed and suspended drivers, we accomplished the following:

* During the first year of the program we increased 30 day impounds for license
violations from the 1998 total of 1,697 to 3,390. This represents a 100% increase.

* During the second year of the program, impounds for license violations were
down dightly to 2,959 however this still represented an 85% increase over 1998.

» During the first year of the program we increased the number of citations written
to unlicensed / suspended drivers to 3,660 from 2,000 in 1998, an 83% increase.

* During the second year of the program we increased the number of citations
written to unlicensed / suspended drivers to 4,283 from 2,000 in 1998, a 114%
increase.

* Over the two-year program period Fontana impounded a total of 10,996 vehicles.

Of even greater significance than enforcement statistics were the outcomes related to
traffic collisions in the city of Fontana. When compared with the 1998 data, fatal and
injury traffic collisions were down significantly in all categories:

> Overdl fatal and injury collisions dropped from 602 to 476 by the end of the
program - a 21% decrease.

> Nighttime collisions were down from 248 to 235 by end of program - a 6%
decrease.

> Speed related collisions were down from 180 to 168 by end of program - a 7%

decrease.
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> Hit and run fatd and injury collisons were down from 52 to 36 by end of

program - a 31% decrease.
*  Statistics taken from Fontana Police Department Final Grant Report, 2002

These reductions, while significant standing on their own, are even more significant
when one considers that the population of the city of Fontana during the base year in
1998 was 112,000 people. The average population of the city of Fontana during the last
12-month period of the F-STOP program was 139,000. The city saw a 24.2% increase in
population from 1998 to the second 12-month period of the grant, which ended in
September 2002. Based on this population growth rate analysis, the per capita collision
rates are even more impressive and the decrease in collisions even more astounding:

v' Oveall fatd and injury collisions - a 38% per capita decrease.
v Nighttime collisions - a 34% per capita decrease.
v Speed related collisions - a 25% per capita decrease.

v Hit and run fata and injury collisions - a 52% per capita decrease.
* Fontana Police Department Final Grant Report, 2002

The city of Fontana has also been extremely successful in our public education
efforts. During the grant program period, media representatives were routinely invited to
cover and publicize our program. Grant officers and other members of our traffic unit
participated in and conducted programs in over 50 community events that were attended
by atota of over 30,000 people. These events ranged from our school and community
safety fairs, where educational and informational booths were set up, to the Fontana Days
Parade where the department showcased our Motor Santa program. In this program,
motor officers dressed as Santa and his elves and gave out coupons for free holiday

turkeys to good drivers. As aresult of these efforts, we had over 65 positive articles and
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stories about our program that appeared in local print and regiona broadcast media. We
used a number of different strategies to get out the message of our F-STOP program
including our motto, "No License = No Vehicle, No Exceptions!”

During the entire course of the grant, both the community at large and the city
council were extremely supportive of the entire grant program and philosophy of
targeting high risk and unlicensed drivers using vehicle-based sanctions. We believe that
it was our aggressive and comprehensive public relations and education program that
allowed us to tow amost 11,000 vehicles in a two-year period while receiving very few
complaints from the community.

The most obvious way to make our response more effective would have been to
have a larger program in place. We included our Patrol Division, Multiple Enforcement
Team, Traffic Unit, Explorer Scouts and Citizen Volunteers in the program. All of these
groups worked the driver's license checkpoints and when officers from any unit stopped
an unlicensed driver, the vehicle would be impounded under the zero-tolerance policy.
With more personnel assigned specifically to the grant program, there is no doubt that we
would have removed even more unlicensed and suspended drivers from our roadways,
further enhancing traffic safety in our community.

We did not have any concerns regarding displacement as we conducted this
program. It is somewhat difficult and inconvenient for drivers to drive around an entire
city, particularly when they live in that city. Most likely, rather than displacing a problem
into another jurisdiction, we unwittingly assisted our surrounding jurisdictions through
our efforts. It can be safely assumed that al of our surrounding jurisdictions, whether

knowingly or not, felt some positive benefit by our taking as many unlicensed and
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suspended drivers off of the road as we did. The overal impact can be assumed to be
regional.

Our response will require continued monitoring and effort to maintain these
results. We will continue to examine our collision rates and look for signs of an increase
in the number of unlicensed and suspended drivers. We continue to maintain our
"impound account” so that revenue generated from impounding these vehicles will go
directly towards making this a self-funding and sustainable program.

While we believed that targeting high-risk drivers with vehicle-based sanctions
would reduce traffic collisions, no study or program had been able to demonstrate a direct
long-term relationship between increasing impounds and reducing traffic collisions. The
success of the F-STOP program demonstrates that targeting unlicensed and suspended
drivers using vehicle-based sanctions is a very effective method of reducing traffic

collisions.

14
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6).

AGENCY AND OFFICER INFORMATION

This problem solving initiative was adopted through our Traffic Unit. Once
funding was obtained and the program was developed and implemented, the entire
organization was brought into the problem solving process through training and
adoption of the zero tolerance philosophy.

Our entire organization prides itself on being a community and problem oriented
policing agency. This philosophy permeates every facet of our organization, al of
our officers receive training in this style of law enforcement, and dl officersin dl
units are expected to engage in community and problem oriented policing.
Standard management incentives (commendations and recognition) were given to
officers who performed particularly well in this program.

The additional $434,000 provided by the California Office of Traffic Safety and
the grant guidelines provided by them were the primary resources and guidelines
used in this program. A number of research materials were used to study, analyze,
and respond to the problem (see reference section).

We did not have any major issues to dea with in applying the problem-solving
model to this community problem. This type of problem fits nicely into the SARA
model and, due to the large amount of data regarding traffic issues, is easy to
assess upon completion of any traffic program.

The large mgority of the program was funded outside of our existing budget
through grant funding. We did provide some "in-kind" contributions of personnel

and equipment, however this program would not have gotten off the ground
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without the OTS grant funding. Revenue raised through vehicle impounds now

goes into a separate account that is for the purpose of maintaining this program.

Contact Person:

Alan S. Hostetter

Lieutenant

Fontana Police Department
17005 Upland Ave.

Fontana, CA 92335

(909) 356-7128 (work phone)
(909) 829-2714 (fax)
ahostetter @ fontana.org
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_ - ; = in San Bernarding and the decline of thee dermpace in-
e IE S O Arnmy A Pl =, . T peemt Ru:h.rd H.ulnmSuHAmsg . . o , Rt G 2T

ML T PACE
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Fontana is now third Iarge_st city

—

B e L

.

Fontana's populat:on rs nean'y 129,000, census sa ys,
City had bfggest growth (41,000} in c:ounty since 1990

. By ED TEDGEN and ﬁmt—f‘bnmo is sacond with 158,007,

_thc esumlzs made in mc:nr. yours -

n
g

P L

in county

RUS.SELL INGOLD ‘VE From 1990 1o 2000, Fontana by local officials and ecanomic ana- "1 _~
Y. 5 15 added more people ~ 41,394 — than  lyses, who believed that tve popula-”
) f-‘onmu poputwon grew 4T any other city in the county. To tion was betweea 115000 and.
1T perkent over the past decade, bring- *'put’ this aumber in perspective, 120,000, Do a <

" .ing the ¢icy’s total from 37,535 all
. the way 1o 128,929, according 16

4 staistics ‘released Last mkby Ihe
. U5, Census Bursau, - %

- - Fontana now ranks as das l.luld
largest "city in San Bemardino
County, slighdy ahead of founth-
place Fancho Cucamonga {which
hag 127,?43 people). the census re-

past \D years was farger than e
entire preseni-day population of the
city of Yueaipa {41.207).

IS ‘exciting, and it shaws how
much Fontana has 10 offer and how
much people want 10 be here,” taid
Ciry Coune:lmemb:r Janice
Rutherford

Forana’s population growth in the

Tles a licde lu;her than I
thought bul I'm not surprised,
said Mayor David Eshleman,
TWe've been the fastest-growing
city in San Bemardino Coenty for
the past |1 years. .

-7[ suspest Foatana will continue
to grow because of vur affordable
housing. inexpensive land, and all

poried, San Bermandine-cemains the
largest city with 185401 and

Fontana’s census ol of nearly
129.000 was higher than most of

- funding, Alse, we will gain more

of the infrastrugture improvements
Continued on  page A-3- |

Populat|on

Continued trorn paqe A~

we're doing: We W\l'. probabiy
edgs out Ontario soon. [ peedict in
10 years Fortana will be the Na. §
city ir San Bermardino County,”
Due to the huge surge in home
construction during the past fivs
years, the population totals have
skyrocketed in many arcas af
Fontana. particizlarly in the nocth-

us oul.”

City Counciimember John
Roberis said he dida't expest
Fontana would swrptss Rancho
Cucamangz, which was far ahead of
Fonuana in the 1990 census.

He 1aid that *we have 3l of
work ahead of us” (o maintain ur-
vices foc the residents.”

City Councilmember Mark
Nuaimi said Fontana's i wag

The ity couid not add 3 signific
¢and number of personsel for many
years ia the catly 1990s due 1o the
cconomic downmrn aad severe bud-
g=t problems. Fonwaa’ sitvauon
hat improved wremendously since
then, however, 3nd jusi last month,
It new officers were swom in,

“We need 10 3o back and ke
anothes lack 1 sur officer ravo,”
said Gongal

wedl seelion,

City Manager Kea Huntsaid the
city 13 3t "50 1o &0 persenr build
aut,” meaning there is still plenty
maore caom for growih,

“The dzgree of artraction is phe-
nomenal,” said City
Couscilmember losis Gonzales.
“We have what a lot of other peo-
ple want.”

Howsver, Gonzales added: “The
grawth is fine as Jong a5 we have
good management 1o control the
growth witely and we have high
development sandards.”

Eshleman said the city will ben-
fit in several ways frem the new
census figures,

"We should get additional rev-
enue because of gur iner=ased nyme
bers,” he gaid, “Thit will help
with obuining grants and special

“higher than [ ancicipared. [s in-
dicative of the undercount ia 1990,
The city has been cheated all these
years {dus to the revenue lozs be-
cause of low census numbers),”

More police Aeeded

One of the biggest challenges
for the city will be providing more
palice officers 10 meet the demand
of the rapidly expanding popula-
u’ . .

on. .

. Police Chief Frank Scialdone
sald the city's raio of atficers per
1.000 papulation has actrally gane
down sincs 1990, Eleves years
ago, Fontana had LI 1 officers {1.26
per thousend), and [ast year, the
city had 36 officers {1.06 per
thousand).

Accordiag 10 the U5,
Dzpanment of Justize, the wesiem
U5, awerage for citjes over

clout polidealiy.” - s wrmiane e - 100,00C population is 1.8 officacs |

* Gonzales said: “Foatans’s oum=  per thousand. and the national aver-
. bers are beginning 1o make (state . ageis 2.5 pet thowsand. - .
and fedeeal) elected oﬂ'ieuls say, “Officers are expenn\rs

We'd beiier pay b Seiald
threse people Rave the power to shut

sid. “We need more
maney to have more officers.”

SAN BEANARDING COUNTY ’ '

LARGEST CITIES

Offlcial statistics from U.5. Census Bureau, 1930 and 2000

- 1990 2000 - Percent Growth
1. San Bemardino - 164,164 183,401 13
2. QOntario 133,179 158,007 19 -
3. Fontana 87,535 128,929 47
4. Rancho Cucamonga 101,409 127,743 26
5. Rialle 72,388 91,873 . 27
5. Upland 83,374 68,393 8
7. Chino : 49,682 57,188 13
8. Chino Hills 27,608 66,787 142
9. Victorville 40,674 64,029 57
10, Radlands 50,394 © - 63,591 5

Remarkably, tven though the
officer ratio Xas declined and the
population has isereased dramaii-
cally, the zame tate in Foncaaa
plunged 30 persznt from 1993 10
oo, -

“We are obviously fging lo
have o add officars, bur i's not
just a simple caleulation.” said
Roberts. who added that the city

- will need 1o pay for other scrvices,

including anoter fire station.

Leaders look ai bigger
picture
Ganzales sad the cansus reflects

numbecs only chough January,
2000. City a3 have estimared
that over the st year, Fonwns has
wded )rst anotEer 5000 mk
_La Conwad on pagc A

Cantinued {mem page A-3

giving the sity close to 1H.000
pecpke 3t Lhe mart of 2001,

This is based on the number of
homes that kave been Sailt new
business licexsst, wew adlitiex, and
real eztate apanry figures she sid.

Even this aumber is small com-
_pared to E"‘.m&d_l_'ﬂm the
[including surrosnding counry termis
tory) ~ 170,000 peopie.  *

“[f we are mesessful in anneza-
tion {of courty z=as}), cur aumbers
will grow sves fanarn,” Eshleman
13id. “We have 3 think of Fontana
as the whole spher= of influencz,
net just the ciry limies,”

Public offickls use tve 17¢.000
figre when planaing far develop-
ment of serviczs, Gonzales said.
This motal takes isto aczouar Al the
people who use the iny's roads,
parks, and fasilitizs, gvea though
they may not be umd- t.he clly
Ilmlls -
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By Dovember, the three
enuldbnm&«r

{s “The expansion v
of Low Angeles has redched os finaily,”

aaid Foatana Mayor Duvid Eahleman.

“It's time norer 30 gut all thee og-ramps
and off-ramps improved. There haum’t
been @apt i m&ﬂm[t
can’t be ignoved. Tt bae t be add

Sizce construction in the 1930s, the
Sierra Avenuve interchange at I 10has
rarely bean updated, [t was designed
ta handle 25,000 vehicles a day, t han-
dles mare than 635,000 today. Wheu

dons, the i b sll by
to include more I.nnu.m:lud.mgsom
sntranar onto (10 with oo traffic b I.u.

The @ity received the $17.5
for conatruction. from state md red-
wral sourced. .

Siace starting in Jn.nu.-ry_
struction oo the intsrchange has
amountsd W tittle more than elearing
cucalyprus Qe and mﬂmgmmm
mls o0 freeway ofr-ru.mpa

mdym.hngho(’l‘nﬂcuhhr\

ennrTyction: with mo-...)

ntana trattic faces’s

v T
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Lafonze Rechal Cortes/Stal leoqannet

CONGESTED‘ Tral‘ﬁchacﬁ.sm at Sierra A\roﬂuoaﬂd\l’allef Boulevard in Forn‘ana.

“Now mken are partally demel-
ishing the bridge at the intsrchange.

Much of the pew interchange will be

built aronod the existing bridge. Trai
fic then will be routed vats the paw
lanes, and the ald bridgs will be de-
malished to make way for the re
matnder of the project.

Conatruction at Etiwanda Avenus

- could bagin after the fall, when cleanup -

of materialy an the former Kaiser Steel
mill property aorth of the feeway i
compieted, The cleanup beging next

Charles Wahson' ™ = 3 . 5"

trial bosinezy hasad oo rekiog and rail

g for the stirnuted £ 15 million proyect.
Within 20 months, oww mmps will
replace roadway loops, and merging
Lunen wiil be axtanded on the Eeeway.
The smallest project in at the Cedar
Avenue igterchangs in Bloomington,
where wideaisg aod ramp improve-
menis il pave the way ﬁors 323 m.d

P

moneh, said _Cnllrans [

Fontana growth clashes
with Interstatc

> Buf soon, uﬁima]s say,
construction woes will be
over and the ﬁeewaym]]

re51dents

Wy I.M
The Prur&m-pn.u
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210 pr0]ect } 13

lion Roadway Express di

--\--...\

low: g0

ticn on the site. i3 pay--

AT -t"l-""f-.' ST

d by 002, ]
ap-nluman Joha Hyre said. | :
[ithernis Baws mmnmman,
Caltrans offidals point to. s traffic-

mﬁwm plan limiting freeway

mad tlosures t 0ns at atime. |
the simultanecns bridgework

. -Sdll,
un'thkelywend with the i of pro=

Jeeta, dﬁnl.lsnid.ﬁ:ﬂ.hermnngm
of: and

fomd pru,mmahudya dntyngh:

munddmal:y
“*The problem nuum“o much de-

wlapmtmthectydutuen wrt

of o & constant fate of coastruction,”

suid Ray Bragy, ety udcvdopmnt
aod sp-u:u! projecty director. -

A ree comemuter mappmgaﬂ
the @i ¥ in the cicy

npecting
will be distributed soon by Caltrans
and the Foatana Area Chamber ol‘
eron
- In the oantime, ma.ny drivers m
uhng the four-lane Valley Boulevard -
which runa aloog I-10 40 averd the mo--
structios, Bragg said. From loteryate
15, othee motorists are taking Sac
Bernarding Avenue east into the city.
Some motocists are taking the Sierra :

. Avepue exit st [-15and &.mu:g mdl r

into the aty. .. !
So far, businesses and commuters’
are finding the traffic toleruble,

EM;SMMM&WMG!(QOQJ
3552979,

P e

J\nd.mtherpernladn;tbemtcnof'
Im:bmmwﬁuklwhmdh,

Y50 H giryctioa - ety UMeouSlmBeech
- I 1990, Footina’ papulation was 87,535, +mm‘mﬁ ~ ar expeced o be,
. according to US, Ceasus data. Ray Brage. nmhg\tnmmth. . |
* _'I; redevelopment/special profects director
; {or the city, says it's gow about 117,000, an
Increase of 33 percent. - .

and Ctrus A o’

Fmﬂmubeamb:htewrhgor

“To~mome, muor the Mul lng aloag Lbc w0a-to-be [nfervtate 20 U early summer, acrurdlag to Cajtrans.

, 3000 (0 bre Intersiate 210,
muamumfw?m

. mdor,

Thellnu.lfe"!-'onra;nhﬂdgumirm- ﬂmm?om“&mw“

FREEWA‘{ A ";?{.‘;"J.? ~bo commte (o Orasgs

' Cmtm.udfrﬂm B-1

wtmmumm:ncu“ :

of the freeway lo March of Aprll,

dependiog on weather,” Gresn
4aid. - -
=The IH-mile ok betwesn San
Bemnardine and Lot Angeles coun-
e, which will cost abowt 51.1 bli-
fion to build, is at lexst five yeam
from compledon, accordlng lo
Green. Catirant has evervight of

the peoject, but iy sbaring coo-

struction woerk with San Beroard!-
80 Assoclated Governmests

= =There's a tremendous Amoual
of development in Footaoa, and
the clty bas a lot of projects ibat
ire going (o dramatically iperease
the populal:lun In the mext few
fears,” said Chester Brim of SAN-
BAG' publi¢ nfermation depart-
ment

* “Ohvicurly, ha\rln: {the (ree-
way) completely open bs going to
{raprave tral'ﬂc gqulte & biL” Briu
=i,

. Gresa says lbe il profect

tretching from Sierra Aveaue lo |

Fontaos to La Verne, iy also o
schedule and should be cotopletad
by the gad of 201

- The tuturs 1210 — gow High.

., and Los Angeles cpuntics another

cholce, with I'wr hm:-s of rnt‘ﬂc
each WAy,
* That's good_ uews to area rul

Tmdents,

*i-19 (= horribte,” sayy Emilio
Lopez. who cmcendy moved fo

- porth Fontaga from Orangs Coun-

~Aaytbhing wauld be beiter than
{I-10}. From what | can see, the
new freeway would Be greal
Hepetuily, they'tl make it big
eaough 3 they don’'t have (o lear It
op aod start all over in [0 yean™

For the lasi thres years, coo-

struetion along the Foothlll Free!

way bas clogged collector roads
thal coanect southern and uor'dl-
<¢rn Fontana.

Bragz says the sbhundance of-

Quality property In the nond has
helped fuel growdh in the foochills
of Fantana,

“The majariry of the growty is

prohably above Foothill (Boule.
vard), although there was consid-
erable growth in Seuthridge,” said
Bragg, attributing much of the
gorthern boom (o “flat easily
developable land.™ )

- Jim Knudses, sales manager for
Century 21'y Fontana sffice, sayy

‘the ares k]m sarting o take off.

“The ]I'I'I.CH are blgher up o
that area, but the growth is poing
3o fast the ¢ty can't keep up with

i Koudsen said.“We don't know

when the $topplog polol Is geing 1o
be.”

Koudsen attributes much of the
Loterest (o the growth of Ootaro
International Airpart aad ths
wealih of businesses that have
sprauted [n that area

The convenleace of living near
the pew Interstate hag got quite

“set o™ with hame buyers, K.nud-
0 sald.

“[t's Just brought a lot of people
outin this acea hat are looking for
hwslng. be said.

Louis Rom can be reached by .

mai at trom@pe.com orbyphune
ar (949) S50-464.
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the’ nbbon cuttmg cerernony tor the new 210 Ireeway in -

'Freeway WI" help bring economlc development

By RUSSELL |:hGOLD
Fonana Herald News

. Edfitor 3,)_3 .0‘(

The Routz 210 frezway opened

in Foatana last Manday, wnd gol .

too many people were ha[_:pie:

Economic

'about ‘s historic occasion than
Ray Alfard, .
“This i wmd:rful - u.d Adlard, .
teilecting bis opinion as & Fondana
Ceesident, a3 1 business owner
(Allapd Enginesring), and w1 presi-
“denclof the Fantups Area Chamber
'Jowamm,.‘_,-. -
"For the basines camlmmlr)f -
and for reaidedts, too — this freeway
will be great” he wid, "1 live in

Sicre Lakes s md | i basiness fala -

—Thiwifl —tmes
cosu for o
eryonc, jacluding employus LI

- 1

tng o work, cAe

[T 4 .
Numerous public officials’ (lncludlng Gov, Gray Dav:s.
center} and Calirans workers @

Fon-tana on Aug. 20, - Fontana Mayor David Eshieman

.celebration.  °

Altard 13id ﬂm |.hc sew frecway,
which culs acraas mothern Fontana

_along the lommer Highland Avenue
(Juat south of the Sierr Lakes de-

v:lapm:nt). will serve a vital milc
in the conatinuiag mvlulnuuon of
Fontana's economy, °

*$0 many bwincues and home "
builders bave becn waiting 30 long
for  thia freewny,” he said.

t in a chear following . and his daughtar Krystal also look pan: in the hlstonc

% wholcheartedly with .ulmn senci- B

.MmeRLs,

aomic development of the morh
end,” Galasso said, | 'W'he!_l the
sther
. Cucamonga 1 the previously existe
ing 210 ia La'Vers) ia cooiplets,
it will be absalutcly uemendous,
Im zacited 10 s i¢ bappeniag.”

“Something like this'eah help camy 7, Galasso said that afier years of |

.Funum thung Cc-mmamon
Chairpeniag . Ken' Galasso, the

U owner of Slerrl Rea‘t)‘. a;rced
--_._._.._-_.-._._,____'___ by

B

Contlnued fram prevfeus paga *
of several components of Foauna’s
s1plosive potental. “lrs alf com-
ing logsther.” he said,

Galasio i+ 3 mcimber of he, *

ciizens’ groug which will make
recommendanons e the cicy’s dow
‘zn:ral plaz, focuring much
atention on the area surrounding
the freeway,

“Thers are 2 low of things dul
¢ould hipxa wp in nothera
Fontana, but whether we get ¢om-
mersial or resideatal development,
i¢ will all beaefit the ciry,” he said.

City Councilmember Josie
Gonzales, wha owns Merica
Liade, said ke freeway's opening
meant that Fontanz's future is

-5 -

Hunt waid.

*[ view the aorth end a3

tics that will be opened up by the
freeway,” Gonzales waid. “Thers
will Iae unimaginable rovenue
sources”

C‘ty Managzt Xea Flum. wha
lives in Rancho £

~There are unformseea eppormm- .

i, tand of oppactunity. As you

‘drive fram Ranche to Footana, you -

cag see the wide open 1paces thac
arg available far us. Fontana has
afl of this outstanding (and, and we
2t (0 e il for 2 combiniuca of

joyed driving en e lrceway fo

work on Tuesday morming.

“The fcoway opens up & whols
window an the norh end of towa,”

g1 en-

ial, bousing, and job-gea-

erating oppaTaItes.”
Will the freeway heip bring
abowt thote epporwunities?
“Absolutely.” Hunt said.

‘Ihe eily umm;h ivea I.Iu tw@* i‘;mon-g_a"@n_iqul 19901, thae

3 map
mur;cace. acd ~
JRENE N TT LA
Continued on Mn pnqo

A ket

“The {reeway vﬂl focter the ecom

seclioa {from Ran:bo. '

)
=

.- FONTANA

Citrus, Beech and Che

e - e
Tha new 210 freeway f:J on- and oﬁ'ramps at Sierra,
avenues in Fontana. o




By dmen Gheord
=3
?;:Prus-snterpﬂ‘.u ﬂ ’£ / J{ / 4
FONTANA

Adter years of suflering through coogss-
ton oo the heavily traveled [pierstate
10/Slerra Avenue loterchange, retlef bs
fnally ca Lhe way for materisty,

About 100 peaple cetebrated the start of
the $18.3 milltoa project with a ground-
breaking ceremeoy Thursday morning 3l

RN

Fontana.
Congestion relief for

Project set for Interstate 10/Sierra Avenue mterchange

~Fontana citzena and travelers have

been walting for this for tea years,” Fonlans -

Mayor David Eshlernan sald, “It's fimally

here.”
Several commuters sakd late Thursday

- wftergoon that while they're aot looklng for-

ward to the bassles of construction, these
bassley will be worth it L[ they ease conges
oo

“Ir's premy crazy. Il lakes lorever lo get
acToss,” sad Roa Leon of Victerville, whe
often commuies lo Fontaga for his Job as 3

Louls Romero, who Uves near inler-
¢hange and drives [t frequently, said thal sa.
Eridays at 4 p.o. It can lake aimos 3 haifl
a0 hour {6 cross i the ¢verpasL o

“Ilhh.klmbeaoodbullkuwu‘sgumgi

to e a paln for the mext twro years,” Rorneru._

sald,

The coestryctad project wauld relieve
1he rafflc bottlegeck atf the laterchangs by
expandiog the overauming and Ireeway
ramps. -

Bullt 1a 1955, the loterchange was

the Inland Empire Shopplag Center aloog
Sierra Aveaus, wilh cars whizziog toward
Lhe [pterchange tn froot of them

Groundbreaking marks Iong awalted unprovement

B Funding freezes, flies couldn't stop
long-awaited project in Fontana.

”/;/o"

FONTANA = Against a backdrop of heavy traffic, lncal elected
officials and trapsporiasion sificials broke ground Thursday on a
fong-awaited project to improve one of the county’s busiest inter-
changes,

The $17.5 million interchange project at imtecstate 13 and Sierra
Avenus has been in the warks for mere than a decade, falling vic-
tm several times to funding freezes and (tea.

A hast of palitical aotables celebrated the project’s start a a cer-
emeny next 10 an exdsting interchange built 43 years ago Lo serve
just 25,000 comemuter a day,

“Faatana was jus: 1 small, rural comemuonicy with, 15,000 residenss”
Mayer David Eshleman said. “Today we are an urban center. Qur
population sxcesds 120.000.°

With thas prowth. inzerchangs trafic has;umped ta 63 000 vehi-
cles a day. Maeing ard afternnon commutes come o a standstil,
often hlocking trafic oo reaching Kaiser Permanente Medical
Center and keeping emergency vehiclr from reaching fires and
medical patients,

The congestion has also hurt schools and businesses, With becter

By Emily Sacha
S0 Wnter

I Sierra Avenue
| interchange

reconstruction
project

| ony tig
{2
N RS

selmming- poal service repalnnan

Please sex TRAFFIC, 87

“of freeway interchange

LaFonm Rachal Carlor. St Pmm(;fa--u
CRUNCH TIME: Canstncion was stared Thurscay 1o begn improving
12 nigschance betwean nterstate 10 and Siara Avenue i Fontara, Cy’
aificials nope i wilimprove iralfic conditons lor Fontana's 120,000 resicerts.

traffic Maw, downtown- Fontana could bev:ome a reachable descina.-
tion sgain, officials sacd.

“This interchangs is going w go a long way to encourage people
ta come back Lo Sierra Avenue,” San &Mmo County Supervior
Fred Aguiar said,

Rep Jou Baca, D-Ruako. joked that witha golfmum atthe north
end ot Sierra and another one under construction near the south #nd.
the interchangs will by necedsary for goliers to make tes times,

[n October, Banshes Construction Co. of Coltan was awarded a
contract for 5155 million. S300.000 less than the engineering eti-
mate for the praject. Additiong] money was used for land acquisi-
tion and relased cosis.

Sunatmc fon grobably wan't stan wncd after Chuisimas, oficials
31

The :er.‘e':u[v Pratesied Oeltu Sands fow esdoving dy, which came
tinge T 137 30 the project, 2ay be a thing o the pag; -
it hasn't be-en spotied i MY yearss,

On-pad-a? negatations have taken place all yesr with the L’.S_
Tish and Wildl:2 Service, which hay token issue with the pro;ec ]
potential ta harm habicats for endangered species, including tha fiy.

The city has maintained that the traffic problem needs o be im-
peoved naw, and has asgued thae Fish and Wildlife i tnving to pro-
tagt zpecied. includiag the Californiz gratcaicher and the San
Bernardine kangaro mat, that ao longer inkabit the sand.

Fish and Wildlife was offered land in the cicr to sase last-minute
tesirictions nn the project. The agency never responded 10 the oJs:
and b fallen silent on the macter, aity Redevelopmens Direcor Ray
Brame sl Coltan hay also negotiated with Fish and Wildlife aver the
¥ 2z it artempts w et aside land near lnterstade 10 for deveinpment

Emily Sqohs can by mnched bv ghone of (909 336-1377.

TRAFFIC 12750

Conttwed from 8-1
desngneﬂ to handle 25.000.35,090
vehicles a day. But (he eurvent
volume hat grown 1o More LEis
65,000 vehicles daily.
 Eshiemaa said cothing has beea
done In the 45 year since the
Interchange was built 1o increass
the capacity ef the inferchacgs
even as Fonlana grew frem 3 rumal
town of 15,000 to an urban cenier
with 125000 resigents.

"TThe city has Aad plans ga (=2
drawing board te reduild the ia-
terchange since 1989, But Fontara
dfg met get the funding until 2o
yeary age when It receive?
$11.5 million ta fedecal, state 333
regional fupds. The remaining
$800.000 will ¢ome fram city
funds.

The construction bid is expesi-
ed o be awardad o Banstee

Construction Campany [oc of Cal-

toa, the lowest, at $15.5 million, of
seven digs (or the contedcl

. MNow thal the wait for the proj#zt
is gver, city officials said resid
will have to go through 3 different
Kind of wailing a8 they put with 1=
delays at the intersection

“Have some patieace.” Councii-
man Manuet Mancha advised resi
dents. “We're going 1o go through
two years of constructlan hers.”

Construction is expecied to taxs
20 months and be completsd by
fall 2002

Except for olf-peak hours dur-
ing the aight, “we don’ anticipais
ever having a {ull (road) closurs.”
sajd Dennis Gresn, Caltrans’ ¢v3-
struction laison (o Lhe Communily
while the project is built.

Green said major work wonl
begin until after Jan, L. partly =
that holiday shopping around ine
commercisl corrigor woa't e
hurt.

" But preparatery work will siazt
sgaa and drivers will alse star
seeing signs advising hem of &=
construction work

Green said Caltzans will start
nolding a series of mesunzs s
menth (o addreas issues that i1
come up during the coasirycist
period. A first meeting will be hell
with pelice, fre and ather =2
gEngy servicss gepaciments. =
lowed by oo with business ownen
and then onz for Lhe geaenai

publi¢. Future mestings will %e
held o0 an ongeing dasis.

“Mohammad Radwan, gwaer sl
Audio America, 3 cac sudio siar:
al the Inland Empire Shoppini
Center, 52id he way wocried abou:
the 10-moath consiruction perind

*It's betler for the COmmunity,
it's better for all the buinesses,”
Radwan said.




‘... WE ARE PUTTING OUT THE MESSAGE’

~ T Staif photos by LaFONZO RACHAL CARTER

ABRWVE: Fonlana pollce Officer Mike Dorsey tlckets William Quifigones for not carrying’ proof of vehicle msurance ata
chepoint on S|erra Avenue in Fontana, - BELDW Officer Phli[ Hinkle checks cars for proof of msurance Loy




Fontana:Police: tmpound ‘29 cars
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w?-dzpaﬂ.ﬂel\l s-oagoing -~Fontasa’
B Sennus-l‘nﬁ‘z:()ﬁendcr Program™ .
(E=STOR), in, which, police have - ' ¢
ar\:li b<za :nnducr.:ug monthly dmk- :

iadP¥ ity sincetast July: SEE e

- Ths‘fﬁ STDP_,pru;n:l was X
tlln,p‘ 'a—‘sme_,_,_. Lo

{SCTraffic .

{ EThis. Zl-month.

L grant lmalmg 'wmmﬁﬂﬂ

R
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Continued fram pumobs page
aims (o reduce the number of
tnfﬁc callmoas caused by

ded o¢ revoked

Licensed drivers, -

“We have adopwc[ 3 2210 Wleer
anez policy against chis,” said
Fonuna Police Scrgunt Rni:u:rt
Beloan.

Cficialt pointed oul dm are-
eent siudy by AMA indicated thay

fCheckpéin't' L

Check}jo_i'hi

" those driving without ficenses oe-

counted for more than 20 pereent .
of injury and fatai traffic collisions
in California (19 percent nation-
wide},

Polies hope this increased tevel
of enforcement will reduce the
oumber of fatal and injury colfi-
sions, increase public awareacss ©

Continuad on next page

Connnued from prewous page

-ulmughoul the. commun.:,_ and raffic unit,

inerease compliance rtes re arding
the usc of seat belts, ehild restmine

* seats and bicycle helmey, - -
- Since he program staned nine -

well-orgazized. using the entire
muigi- ¢nfor=ernent__
fexm and the erime prevention
unit, which is all part of the 1pa.
cial operatioas unit | : .
. W:d::n sid sometimes the

lud

fwlmet and the eitation will ao be
reponied 1o the court,” said Wideen,
The grant also heiped the police
purchase 100 car sean, ~[f we
come across 3 necdy person, weare
more Lhan happy to supply them -

- mnd‘u 80, aver 26.00Q vehicl,
Lin Fontana have passed :hrou-h
lhe monthly checkpoint, wnh
mr r 800 citatjons bcan; issued and

) 1?2 “vehicles being impounded -’ 4.

somforulongn.‘vud.ays

Dunng the Fech, 28 checkpom

ice eonstuctod: a-symbolic Jail -

¢ that was used ro. “in-CAR-cerate* 3
* Getifctas ol T fﬁ"’"?"‘g Tove md
mmutes. iwe ol qur .uxt im. ]
epuund sajd Bafrarp St 1 B
«.Qfficer Chip Wideen he!ps [ 3t}
+aversee the F-5TOP program-in. ~
cluding the monthly checkpoins.
P "I takes a foc of pre planfiing
. and logiztcs and reassigament of |
2 police personse) 25 well 2s a fof of .
-zpaperwo:k Tatnid < Wideen who - .~|
- helped organize more than 35 oo I
- ple, . including- swom. and- not- -
+3Worn personnel and voluntecrs, -
5 In addition co. Widcea's posi- 1
5t.|cm.rh=mnl alsor Funds the pasi-
“ lions : held by officer ‘Wayne
"Biemnger a.m:l tm{t'c elerk .I:m

W‘d:en wd the gnnt alsa pro-

r vtdes the ity with two new ma-

wﬂ:ycles ‘a chexkpaing wmiler, 3
- versatile mMcisage board (worth -
327 000}, and rwo hand b':ld fadae |
\glllls‘ E . - H
. This Eg!sr.kpomt open‘mn was |

eh-:k, such 4 the one last MNew
- Year's Eve. He said the patice have
:also danducted a *bicyels rodeo® in
which they eite children for tiding ..,
— with no helmas, “If they came to_

2 eourse. we mll usue them a ..

] sobu:ty . with & mew car sean” he said. '

- Officials zre cment.ly workiag

W Of 3 Zourrsom iting in which ch the .
“police will check drivers coming
o eourt for eraffic violations,
* Wideen said that when 3 vehicle j4
impounded, the owner has the
< -'rnghtmanunpwndh:mng with 3
waffic sergeant in order w plead the

AT AU UG LA < I

Tk The Fohdina: D7 i ey help- X
* ing otheF polics - gende:'-mn a

" similar program,
©. “The prog'ram reaily i " mak.mg '
a diffe the sumber of

nows are decreasing,” he said.
- Because Fontana received a 27
mnluh gran for this program, so
athe monthly checks ar randam fo- - -
cations will contnus through this ~
ywandwl!mtozm - .



FONTANA
58 vehicles impounded

Police said they impounded 58 vehicles and ar-
rested two people on outstanding warrants during @
sobriety and vehicle checkpoint between 10 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. Wédnesday on Sierra Avenue and
Athol Street. More than 4,300 vehicles passed the
checkpoint, police said. Most of the vehicles im-
pounded were for unlicensed or suspended driver’s
licenses, police said. Officers 1ssued 201 traffic c1-
tations for equipment and licensing violations and .
for lack of proof of financial responsibility, police -
said.

high numbe; ngajoms
mg-mthgut( 3

- 2 5 7 __:!_IE.\M- oyt Ak Dl
n = " i 2 ks
| _ESSlﬂge -_sa1& ng; DJ&JOS Read:R;chard“Bmoks ar{909j 8904453
Sifee _-:iv-.& 3 orrbrqo&s@pe come_ . . e

L b ,):*at*&el:r Avenue
b Stree :

points. are de ol checkpomt - wilk

down pmma nlg_;m_ un.hcense& shaw :théir" ﬂcenses current
it reg]stl‘atlon ‘and proof of. auto

insurance.



I

entering guilty pleas
Gane Maddaus

genemaddau-seleames.mm :

and loanna Corman "

mma.l:amlanelaam m/ﬂ :
N FONTANA Ste Payps has Ind better days.‘
MNat five minutes alter pleading guilty to deiving on |
a suspended license and paying a 5700 fine, Payne

g lot_at Valley Superior
Court, and was Mdmd pf:].lea e

5

drove out of the parl

+ He was Puriores, -

“You're gmug to pnl.'l me ove.r l’or thal'ﬂ' h,e
scmamed l got a baby m the hospilal md every-

thing!”,

2 Cpt. Fred Floses calml\f uplamed that Payne
wat the pewest victtm of a *courthouse in
which undercover oificers follow Tatfic vi ators
who have just bewn admonished oot to drive, and
walch them get into-their ¢ars and drive away. They
radic lo motorcycde otficers, who quickly pull d'le

offenders gver.

- Fermando Rivas, 25, talks with SqL Eric Wendl
as he writes him a dtation for driving on 2 sus-ll
r
l

- *Thare's public transpartation,” Flores  Fgree said.

uplamat "Yau Imnw whal public t.r.mspomuon

e

Payne, 27, of Highland, was in court Weﬂﬂesday
to take care of & ticket issued two months ago for
driving on 4 suspended license with invalid reqis.
tration, It was'ins iecond ticket for a suspended .- .

STING

CONTIN% /RON‘H
Il likely be

impound
dboul 51 000 Fentana Sgt.
Eric Wendt aid, and the cost
of the ticiat could go as mgh
as 52,000, - I
< Alter angrily remoumg
speakars, cell phones, a sledge
hammer and other items from
hzy trunk, Payne calmed down.
[ try to do good. [ try to
come and take care of my tick-
et.” he said. "All this does is
make more maaey {or them.”.

watched from the back
of .Commissioner Deborah
Daniel’s courtrpom as offend-

- Before he gets his ticanse bar.k he must com

plete DL classes, Flores said_-  © -,
His new cmnac Sedan Deville, Ior which hey

ers pleaded guilty Wednesday

aftermoon. Then they radioed
their descripuons to thees
motorcycle officars and opa
officer in an unmarked cas
Several peaple waiked
heme, others -waited lor the
bus and one actually arranged

* far someone to pick him up,

But three. including Pavne,
drava Ltheir own cars out &f the
<ontrthouse parking lot * ™

1 They were among sbout 30 .

rpeople who weal before Come

*missioner Daniel in a Lizle more

Three undercover officecs_Jthan two hours Wednesday, - ..

¢ Oulio Ardnigga. 26, drave .
his black pickup to cowt, even
though ‘he lives around the
comer from the cousthouse,

sting at the couthouse sine
" receiving funding for the pr

Otticer Wayne Blessinger sajd., -

He pleaded gquilty to driving
with an expired license. The
licanse had been invalid for
Tore than g vear.

Fernando Rivas. 235 was

_houses in the Inland Valley,

pulled . over: after pleading

quilty ta driving on 4 suspend-

ad license He paid 4 3551 fine. - like to do them in the future, -

Sting aims Eit'ﬁn]lcens' ddnvei*sr

® Fontana police ofﬁcers tlcket .
offenders as they leave cou.rt afler Dt

pended Ucense while fellow Fontara Officer
Panny Gore looks on. Rivas was ong of three
peopie caught during a sting conducted br

Fontam police. - . %-g_; K -

hcense. and he also bad a palt ot DUI COl‘IV!.CﬁOn.S.

on the 4-vear-obd Gckel
He wld palice he was on his!
way to the Deparument of|
Motor Yehicles on Wednesday
ta pay an 580 fine when he-I
was pulled aver. F
1 ha\.en: driven in about
two years." he said, before
walldng homa to Rialto. - |

Alter Payng was pulle
over, he called his mom. P!

Payne showed up a few mus-
utes later, and after the officess,
esplained the ticket, she
tumed to herson. . - " - 1

*You could have called mey
on the cell phone!” she said. *
bave a h:ense You s
‘have-calied me.” - =

- Wendt said this is the i
time polics have conducted

gram f{(om the. Califormnix
Cftice of Tralfic Safety. : |
Polics at the other courts

in Pamona-and Rancho
Cucamorga. do not do such
sangs. though Pomona Cpl
NMlichael Oliviert said he would

. A 0
TS LN S 0w Sttt 4 )

leven Payne, 27, who was

QTS §T CHAS LRGD / Ot uries ity deimet com

Oﬂlio A.rtlniega. 26, holds his head d‘ter hbelng pulled over for driving on an explred license.
Arcindega had |ust pleaded gullry lo a pdor citatian of d.rivl.ng with an e:pired license al \r‘a]ley

. Fred Fores allem

pulled over for drtving wiilh o

pls lo explaln 3 cltation In §

wapended Leepse,

Fontana Cpl



" FONTANA: A “courtbouse

shog” program focuses oo
drivers wheorhave just

pleaded guiltw

AT KATIE L 15maEL
THE PAESSENTERZRLST g/_; ;/O/

. ngntanas—Palice cited ‘aighl peo-
ple Wadnesday s ther drove
Jwav from the municlpal court
Boufe whees ther had Just Jleadad
Fuifey to chargss of driving with-
out proper Beenses, atTicials said.

. Fontana police officers paruci.
pating bn the depanment's L‘:::d‘

‘teofirthouse sting” progrsm lo-

poanded the gight vehicles for 30

days, paliey snd

During the prograny URGercover S
sificers were (o traffie court Lo
watch 35 people were appearng onl
grracions [or dnving on suspended
lesnses ot dnving without 1 1oy

oS

Azer peaple pleaced guilty 1o the
licensing wiolatlons, underenver
atflcers foilowed them as they re
warned ta thelr vehicles. poitge
said t,
Eleven people were {ollawed and
nine seen driving from the parking
Jat wece stopped by metorcycle of-
flcery working with the program
Eiant of these were ited for driv-

tng with suspended Ucenses.

Alter a coincidantal neartyy actl
vation of a Lo-Jack aad-theh de
vice, police 2150 recovered 2 stalen
vehicle, arTesied two puspects n
the theft and found 2 leaded hand-
qun, offlctals said

As 2 result of Wednesgay's pr>-
gram, more counhouse sting oper:
tions will eocur, police said :

Eight cited for Fislations as they [eave traffic court

fpmael can b rrcted 3
4 it § e o g (30D fo0- 4R,

Unlicen

(A

SprSe

&.'- TR T --;‘_-—il
97 TiM GREN ' 'v-;geﬂd'gbeoplewﬂod.riveunsus

FREIMESSENTERPMSE -~ ™. pended or revoked licenses, o
fonTana—People who walked . without apy Ucense, o =4 |
out of tbe Fontana courthouse + Five drivers were given ‘mis
Wednesday after pleading demeancr traffie ctatlons dur-
guilty to driving without a U- - [ng the three-hour-long opera
cense and then drove out of the - tion, pollce gald, <= * ~=-- =

parking lot got an uowelcome %< Three undercover Fontana ol
surprise: another teket. - -7 * ficery sat o the courtroom with
" Fontana police conducted an  dozens of people appearing o
undercover aperation at the Ar- - court ou traffic viclatioss. .
row Highway courthouse, tar- . i . FLEASESEELICENSL &1

LICENSE: 7
- ifez

s When a person totered :I_
gullty plea to driving without a
licensa. the otficers lollowed the
{ndividual out to the courthouse
parking lot T !
If the person gotin the driver's
seat and drove away, the under-
cover offleers radioed uni-
formed officers n the area, who
pulled the car over within a few
blocks. T
The drivers were lssued new
citations ordering thed 10 g~
pear in cowt agaln and thetr
cars were lowed away nd Ln?
pounded. . .
Fantana police have condust
+d the same operauoa before. -
In August, ¢ight drivers were
sited after dnving frocd the
sperthouss, where ey had
pleaded guilty to charges of
Anwing without 3 lrense. :
. Police sald they even recov.
ered 1 stolen car, aiTested bwo
suspects and found 3 loaded
Fun tn the last sung operaton |
The undercover operations
are paid for through a graat
from the state Office of Traffle
Safety, - ¢ o oo i
Not evervone who admited

drivers. L S ia
? innireg ‘st 10 s and
funning. through Dec_ 14,
motaFeycle ctficers will be on!
the prowl for drivers who do
what they're supposed o do
—- waar seat belts, drive with
cautlon and courtesy aod
keep within the speed timit,!
among other things. Those
drivers will ba ad over
and given cne ‘cilaton,’
good Tor & iree turkey at
local Albertson’s. - .. :
The department has 1

turkey citations In its coffers.

¢ “This is ane of~the [EW,
times when | can proudly 5ay.
1 profile,” said Stan Hanaoka,
an officer assigned 1o the tral-
Bc division. *[ do not Ty @
pull over people in Lexusas o
Rolls Royces. | look for people
who seem to Deed 1 turkey
ticket." - e o

The Idea is mot erbrely

pew among Infand Valley
law enforcement agendes.
Several said they have doge
incentve progtams in-the
past, though for most it was
many years ago. - -4 ¢ 7

_ Fontana dedded to do it

this year lo-part Because

money was available. The

department is in its Aoal year

of 4 three-vear, $450,000

grant trom the Rate Qtfice of

Traitic Safery.” Part of that

gran! covers recognizing citi-|

Zans for good driving, said

Vicki Aubry, 4 police spokes-'

worgan.” Far the last week of

the project, Dec. 8-14, e

motorcycle otficers will deck .

oul io Sana and elf oo .
Sea DRIVERS Page 4

- Q. Voes
- -t L
B, "E2dusd
w2 5325%C
23 o =0Say
— - QD O Q
F,w-.-—-m-u—.-]i_.. = E 96 g_o':__g c
Fonfaria police’ 55 So2iijs
s L Il — B - e, ""'3
will pluck out =2 Tate.27
[P i K = B TR 'Et=3°
N d . T o = n-iu 3 o E
good drivers Eg E92S5g8d
DU : 4 §EE8 8=
@ Motorists who obey 25 390280
the law as the holiday . = g._Lg gfj__e 5 .2
season approaches - 2 el _:E s °
might get a free turkey. 25 .2€ o€ -gf-l': o
pamNoles - E {._'3:3."10?;
parLnolesRl L . Z PR EE =T
& }?/-r: o/ 5 235¢C85:
I FONTAN Drivers In R T
the city should really keep & T EE A
eye out for the law, starding * e :
today.'ﬁspeqiall\r'goo’d = .

gram,

Police have 'Good

In this program, traffic unit offi- | rants for free food

cers will be on the lookout for
- drivers who are observed obeying

driving without a Ucense drove
(heraselves - from the cours
hgusé, o - '}
Some appeared to be walking
mome from the courthouse. 015
ers brought @ friend of relause
to drive them. . .
“Same peopls are acmally do-
1ng the Aght tiing.” 5aid Qe
Rich Hunt, who worked an the
operation. “Ong u¥ Lok hi
bus home.” '
Apgett [ Geenty af geenganoe.m
gy prgee of 1909 POt .

-This i3 oot the first time

DRIVERS . (Do e o o

C NUED F;OM o
T 1 patrolling for good dr
% i A R KIS o 47 Whea he was an officer ‘\:r:;
as they patrol the seets 0% Los Aungeles Police

tooking for good driving vio- Department, trests were
. $ometimes givem out tn that

lators, ;ofoe fre 0wl
" Hansoka ‘will bs dressed  city."" -
as an elf, be sald. Tha corpf k-
ta] ge!s to be Sapta, :

Thlm' important uﬁg',-_', e
bedirect when pulting 4 dsi.

vars, Handoka said, partcu-
larly I tsey bappen to be
pulled over on a day ha's not
dressed as an eif Getting
pulled over can be a raumat-

erperience for drivers, he
sald, so the first thing he

- wanls to do is set them at

ease. | msrmm s
*I do tot toy with them.*
S0 80t ¢ em.
ke sud. °l go right to the

ing skills, or who are simply be
Upon -qohlacling these drivers,

officers will be giving out compli- .

mentary coupons to be used by the .

_traffic laws, using exemplary driv-_
"courteous.

1

Driver Recognition

During the month of December,
the Fontana Police Department
Traffic' Unit will be conducting a-

Good Driver Recognition” pro:

point and tell them [ pul!

YOu over because yaf b:g
the seat belt ¢o, wian you
made that rum back these
you used your turp sigae.l:
you yielded 1o the other 5.
\nu; when yeu didn't hmre
0, he sald. “I arplain it ali
g:;:ethc ;tan. then ! tssue the
e vxd_bcket. Peap{: are



