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Summary

The Bank Top Area of Blackburn has historically had a Red
Light Area, However in the late 1990's a reduction in Police
enforcement coupled with a rise in young women entering
prostitution to support drug problems saw levels of
prostitution rise. Finally a change in the local traffic system
pushed the women into a residential area. This gave
Blackburn Police a range of complex problems to address
arising from the anii-social aspects of street prostitution. Early
heavy handed enforcement responses failed to make any
impact and in April 2002 Operation Eton was established to
develop a long term POPs solution.

The initial analysis took the form of o survey of all street sex
workers in Blackburn which revealed that all but one of the
35 women spoken to were working to support heroin and
crack cocaine addiction, Over 90% had been the victim of
serious crime such as rape, cssault or robbery. Surveys of
local residents groups identified problems with discarded
condoms and needles, soliciting of innocent women by male
kerb crawlers and a rising zear of crime,

Operaiion Eton identified partners in Drugs Action Team,
Needle Exchange, East Lanes Drug Services, Local Authority,
Social Services, Housing Associations and Residents Groups.
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