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Chula Vista City Snapshot
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Vehicle Crime

m Theft from cars

— Laptops
— Stereos/CDs
— TVs

m Damage to cars (vandalism)



Theft of Cars in Safe City Area

m 188 cars/trucks stolen between 04-06
m 63% recovered*®
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Older Cars Targeted in
Safe City Area in 2006

m /1% of stolen cars
were pre-2000
vehicles

m Reason: easy to

| B
stea 1991 Honda Accord



Employee Cars Targeted in
Safe City Area

m Per victim interviews, nearly 30% of
cars stolen in 2006 were employee
vehicles

— 9 Best Buy/Wal-Mart
— 2 Target

m 83% of stolen employee cars were
pre-2000 vehicles



2006 Car Theft Victims* Were
Shopping In These Stores

m1/ Wal-Mart
m9 Best Buy
m> Target
m]l Ross

m1l North Island Credit Union

*Non-employees



Other Findings from Victim
Interviews

m 50% left valuables visible
in their cars

m Stolen cars not well
protected

—43% no anti-theft device
— 10% weren't using device

—40% had an alarm
— 7% had Club/Lo-Jack/other



8496 of 2006 Car Thefts
Were In 3 Lots
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“Big Three” Safe City
Lots Are...

v’ Within easy access to freeways

v/ Surface lots with many pedestrian
access points; little perimeter control
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2006 Theft Rates
(Per Hundred Parking Spaces)

Lot # of Thefts  Rate*
Wal-Mart/Best Buy 26 2.2
Southbay Marketplace 9 1.7
Target 9 1.6

*Rate = # of thefts per year/per hundred parking spots



Theft Per Spot Rates: Have
Other Cities Looked at This?



Car Theft Time Patterns:
Day of Week and Month

m Oct-Dec. higher theft months (3-year
period)

m Saturday and Tuesday higher theft
days (3-year period)



Most Likely Hours of
Car Thefts

m Wal-Mart 2 p.m-—10 p.m.
m [arget Noon — 10 p.m.

m Southbay @ Noon — 10 p.m.



What Works* to Reduce
Car Theft in Parking Lots?

m Private bike patrols > Risky lots

m Use of anti-theft devices by
employees » Risky cars

m CCTV

m Perimeter/access control

m Restricting pedestrian traffic

m Increase surveillance at entrances/exits

*POP Guide: Theft of and from Cars in Parking Facilities, Ron Clarke, 2002.




Impact of Private Bike Patrols:
Chula Vista Center
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Broadway Plaza:
Wal-Mart/Costco

B Goal: 1 theft or less
per 100 parking
spots per year

B 2 concurrent private
bike patrols on
property

Rate 1.2
nearly 60% below projections



Southbay Marketplace

m Private bike
patrol

m Car thefts
reduced from
17 to 4

(second half of 2005
compared to second
half of 2006)




Brochure for Employees

W Lists high-risk
vehicles

m Tips for
protecting old
and new cars

B In Spanish &
English

You don't
have to go to
the extreme...

to help prevent
AUTO THEFT.
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www.chulavistapd.org

Get a Hidden Kill Switch
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Other Ways to Deter Thieves
#— Use a brake pedal lock.
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#= Park in a secure qamgn or gated area
whenever possily

o= Ahsays lock your car doors.
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arms at entrances and exits, and security
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Looking For A New Car?
- %ﬂr&lthﬁaﬂmﬂ&bﬁaﬂpﬁﬂe

= Wil Wi,
foor & st of mewer with this fessh sre.

Don'*t be a STATTSTIC!

1in71cs i Thula Vista weere stolen kst year,
llp.rwl

1in 15 Homeda Acooeds (yrs. 19901 9965] wee dolen
1 i 15 Heomeda Chebos fyre. 1 588-1 951 ) wene siclian

Many cars not Bsted above are at sk
Dion't chance: it - profect your




The Message:
How to Protect Your Vehicle

= Newer Cars: Passive Immobilizers

= Older Cars:

» Hidden Kkill switches

= Brake pedal locks


http://www.chulavistapd.org/autotheft/immob

Safe City Recommendations

Parking Lots

m Redeploy Wal-Mart
security staff from
carts to bikes

m Consider bike patrol
in Target lot (1)

m Install warning signs
in lots

Employees

m Distribute anti-theft
info packets to all
Safe City employees

m Consider employee
subsidies for Kkill
switches



Questions?

Contact Information

m Karin Schmerler
619-409-5410


mailto:kschmerler@chulavistapd.org

